
 

Matthew 5:21-24;  5:38-48  
 21 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not  
murder and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that 
anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to  
judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the 
court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell.   23 
“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 
brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the 
altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.  
 
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’  
39 But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, 
turn to them the other cheek also. 40 And if anyone wants to sue you and take your 
shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41 If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with 
them two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one 
who wants to borrow from you. Love for Enemies.   
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 
But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,  
45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on 
the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you 
love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors 
doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than 
others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Fa-
ther is perfect.  

 

Psalm 27 
 1 The LORD is my light and my salva-
tion— whom shall I fear? The LORD is 
the stronghold of my life— of whom shall 
I be afraid? 
 2 When the wicked advance against me  
to devour me, it is my enemies and my 
foes who will stumble and fall.  
3 Though an army besiege me, my heart 
will not fear; though war break out 
against me, even then I will be confident. 
4 One thing I ask from the LORD, ‘ 
this only do I seek: that I may dwell in 
the house of the LORD all the days of my 
life, to gaze on the beauty of the LORD 
and to seek him in his temple.  
5 For in the day of trouble he will keep 
me safe in his dwelling; he will hide me 
in the shelter of his sacred tent and set 
me high upon a rock. 
 6 Then my head will be exalted above the 
enemies who surround me; at his sacred 

tent I will sacrifice with shouts of joy; I 
will sing and make music to the LORD. 
 7 Hear my voice when I call, LORD; be 
merciful to me and answer me.  
8 My heart says of you, “Seek his face!” 
Your face, LORD, I will seek.  
9 Do not hide your face from me, do not 
turn your servant away in anger; you 
have been my helper. Do not reject me or 
forsake me, God my Savior.  
10 Though my father and mother forsake 
me, the LORD will receive me.  
11 Teach me your way, LORD; lead me in a 
straight path because of my oppressors.  
12 Do not turn me over to the desire of my 
foes, for false witnesses rise up against 
me,  spouting malicious accusations. 
13 I remain confident of this:  I will see the 
goodness of the LORD  in the land of the 
living.  
14 Wait for the LORD; be strong and take 
heart and wait for the LORD. 
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Focus:  Thou shall not kill.  What does it mean not to kill in 
a world that is committed to using war to achieve its social 
and economic goals?  What does it man to keep this com-
mandment in a world that treats unborn human life as if it 
were disposable and subject to every individual whim and 
perceived inconvenience.  To keep this  
commandment, one cannot just avoid taking life;  
one must revere, honor, protect and respect life.  
 

1 Chronicles 22:1-10 
 1 Then David said, “The house of the LORD God is to be here, and also the altar of burnt 
offering for Israel.” 2 So David gave orders to assemble the foreigners residing in Israel, 
and from among them he appointed stonecutters to prepare dressed stone for building 
the house of God. 3 He provided a large amount of iron to make nails for the doors of the 
gateways and for the fittings, and more bronze than could be weighed. 4 He also pro-
vided more cedar logs than could be counted, for the  
Sidonians and Tyrians had brought large numbers of them to David.   5 David said, “My 
son Solomon is young and inexperienced, and the house to be built for the LORD should 
be of great magnificence and fame and splendor in the sight of all the nations. Therefore I 
will make preparations for it.” So David made extensive  
preparations before his death.  6 Then he called for his son Solomon and charged him to 
build a house for the LORD, the God of Israel. 7 David said to Solomon:  
“My son, I had it in my heart to build a house for the Name of the LORD my God.  
8 But this word of the LORD came to me: ‘You have shed much blood and have fought 
many wars. You are not to build a house for my Name, because you have shed much 
blood on the earth in my sight. 9 But you will have a son who will be a man of peace and 
rest, and I will give him rest from all his enemies on every side.  
His name will be Solomon, and I will grant Israel peace and quiet during his reign. 
10 He is the one who will build a house for my Name. He will be my son, and I will be his 
father. And I will establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel forever.’  
 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
 

 12 “I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial.  
“I have the right to do anything”—but I will not be mastered by anything.  
13 You say, “Food for the stomach and the stomach for food, and God will destroy them 
both.” The body, however, is not meant for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the 
Lord for the body. 14 By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us 
also. 15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall I then 
take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! 16 Do you not know 
that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, “The 
two will become one flesh.”  7 But whoever is united with the Lord is one with him in 
spirit.8 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits are outside the body, 
but whoever sins sexually, sins against their own body. 19 Do you not know that your bod-
ies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You 
are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.  
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