
 

James 4:13-5:6 
 13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that 
city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” 14 Why, you do 
not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist 
that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, 
“If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in 
your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil. 17 If anyone, then, knows the 
good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them.  
 

James 5 
 

 1 Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is  
coming on you. 2 Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. 
3 Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you 
and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days.  
4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields are 
crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of 
the Lord Almighty. 5 You have lived on earth in luxury and  
self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. 
6 You have condemned and murdered the innocent one, who was not  
opposing you.  

Psalm 62 
 1 Truly my soul finds rest in God;  
my salvation comes from him.  
2 Truly he is my rock and my salva-
tion; he is my fortress, I will never  
be shaken.  
 3 How long will you assault me? 
Would all of you throw me down— 
this leaning wall, this tottering 
fence?  
4 Surely they intend to topple me  
 from my lofty place; they take de-
light in lies. With their mouths they 
bless,  but in their hearts they curse. 
 5 Yes, my soul, find rest in God;   
my hope comes from him.  
6 Truly he is my rock and my  
salvation;  he is my fortress, I will not 
be shaken.  
7 My salvation and my honor depend 

on God: he is my mighty rock, my 
refuge.  
8 Trust in him at all times, you  
people;  pour out your hearts to him, 
for God is our refuge.  
 9 Surely the lowborn are but a 
breath, the highborn are but a lie.  
If weighed on a balance, they are 
nothing; together they are only a 
breath.  
10 Do not trust in extortion or put 
vain hope in stolen goods;  
though your riches increase, do not 
set your heart on them.  
 11 One thing God has spoken, two 
things I have heard: “Power belongs 
to you, God,  
 12 and with you, Lord, is unfailing 
love”; and, “You reward everyone 
according to what they have done.”  

Thou Shall Not Steal 
 

September 18,  2011 
 

Focus:  This week we are reminded that God cares about 
what we do with our stuff or maybe better put, what we 
do with God’s stuff:  the money, the house, the car, the 
food, the clothing; the material and temporal things of 
this world which were never meant to be enjoyed by all 
for the glory of God.  
 
 
 

Ezekiel 22:23-31 
 23 Again the word of the LORD came to me: 24 “Son of man, say to the land,  
‘You are a land that has not been cleansed or rained on in the day of wrath.’  
25 There is a conspiracy of her princes within her like a roaring lion tearing its prey; 
they devour people, take treasures and precious things and make many  
widows within her. 26 Her priests do violence to my law and profane my holy things; 
they do not distinguish between the holy and the common; they teach that there is 
no difference between the unclean and the clean; and they shut their eyes to the 
keeping of my Sabbaths, so that I am profaned among them. 27 Her officials within 
her are like wolves tearing their prey; they shed blood and kill people to make unjust 
gain. 28 Her prophets whitewash these deeds for them by false visions and lying  
divinations. They say, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says’—when the LORD has 
not spoken. 29 The people of the land practice extortion and commit robbery; they 
oppress the poor and needy and mistreat the foreigner, denying them justice.  
30 “I looked for someone among them who would build up the wall and stand before 
me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found no 
one. 31 So I will pour out my wrath on them and consume them with my fiery anger, 
bringing down on their own heads all they have done, declares the Sovereign 
LORD.”  
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Luke 19:1-10 
 1 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of 
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who 
Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd.  
4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was com-
ing that way.5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came 
down at once and welcomed him gladly.7 All the people saw this and began to mut-
ter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.”8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to 
the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if 
I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.”9 
Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is 
a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
 


