I Want to See God

September 25, 2011

Focus: Today’s command is a command about disordered
desire, and if covetousness is the mother of disordered
desire, let me introduce you to her two kissing cousins:
greed and envy.

1 Kings 2:1-10

1 When the time drew near for David to die, he gave a
charge to Solomon his son. 2 “I am about to go the way of al
the earth,” he said. “So be strong, act like a man, 3 and observe what the LORD
your God requires: Walk in obedience to him, and keep his decrees and
commands, his laws and regulations, as written in the Law of Moses. Do this so
that you may prosper in all you do and wherever you go 4 and that the LORD
may keep his promise to me: ‘If your descendants watch how they live, and if
they walk faithfully before me with all their heart and soul, you will never fail to
have a successor on the throne of Israel.’s “Now you yourself know what Joab
son of Zeruiah did to me—what he did to the two commanders of Israel’s
armies, Abner son of Ner and Amasa son of Jether. He killed them, shedding
their blood in peacetime as if in battle, and with that blood he stained the belt
around his waist and the sandals on his feet. 6 Deal with him according to your
wisdom, but do not let his gray head go down to the grave in peace. 7 “But show
kindness to the sons of Barzillai of Gilead and let them be among those who eat
at your table. They stood by me when I fled from your brother Absalom.

8 “And remember, you have with you Shimei son of Gera, the Benjamite from
Bahurim, who called down bitter curses on me the day [ went to Mahanaim.
When he came down to meet me at the Jordan, I swore to him by the LORD: ‘I
will not put you to death by the sword.” 9 But now, do not consider him inno-
cent. You are a man of wisdom; you will know what to do to him. Bring his gray
head down to the grave in blood.” 10 Then David rested with his ancestors and
was buried in the City of David.
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1 THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

Psalm 63

1You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I thirst for you, my whole

being longs for you, in a dry and parched land where there is no water.

2 I have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power and your glory.

3 Because your love is better than life, my lips will glorify you. 4 I will praise you
as long as I live, and in your name I will lift up my hands. 51 will be fully
satisfied as with the richest of foods; with singing lips my mouth will praise you.
6 On my bed I remember you; I think of you through the watches of the night.

7 Because you are my help, I sing in the shadow of your wings. 8 I cling to you;
your right hand upholds me. g Those who want to kill me will be destroyed; they
will go down to the depths of the earth. 10 They will be given over to the sword
and become food for jackals. 11 But the king will rejoice in God; all who swear by
God will glory in him, while the mouths of liars will be silenced.

1 Timothy 6:2b-10

Those who have believing masters should not show them disrespect just
because they are fellow believers. Instead, they should serve them even better
because their masters are dear to them as fellow believers and are devoted to
the welfare of their slaves.

These are the things you are to teach and insist on. 3 If anyone teaches
otherwise and does not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus
Christ and to godly teaching, 4 they are conceited and understand nothing.
They have an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about words
that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions 5 and constant
friction between people of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth
and who think that godliness is a means to financial gain. 6 But godliness
with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and
we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be
content with that. 9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a
trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin
and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some
people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced them-
selves with many griefs.

John 4:7-15

7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give
me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 9 The Samari-
tan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can
you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink,
you would have asked him and he would have given you living water. 11 “Sir,” the
woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you
get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the
well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?” 13 Jesus
answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever
drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will
become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said
to him, “Sir, give me this water so that [ won’t get thirsty and have to keep com-
ing here to draw water.” I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back
four times the amount.”
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