
The things I want to know are in books; my best friend is 

the man who'll get me a book I ain't read. 

Abraham Lincoln 
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Book Club Information 
 
We meet on the 3rd Friday of the month (except December and July) in various homes for a potluck dinner and 
the book discussion.  As disciples of Jesus, we strive toward a faith that is evident in all that we do.  How we 
conduct ourselves every day is a witness to Christ’s presence in our lives.  We welcome all men and women 
who enjoy reading and discussing books to join us as we explore the human experience through a variety of 
genres and themes in ways that enable us to challenge and strengthen our faith in both knowledge and deeds.  
Non-church members are always welcome; feel free to invite a fellow book lover to come along with you.   
 
For more information, contact: 
Suzanne Jones (dsjones@nc.rr.com) 
Matilda Storm (matildastorm@embarqmail.com) 
Judy Casper (jacasper@earthlink.net)\ 
 
See this year’s book list and schedule below. 

August 19 @ 6:30pm 

Host:    Tim and Becky Brady 
Facilitator: Suzanne Jones 
Book:  The Other Wes Moore - One Name, Two Fates by Wes Moore 
 
Two hauntingly similar boys take starkly different paths in this searing tale of the ghetto. Moore, an investment banker, 
Rhodes Scholar, and former aide to Condoleezza Rice, was intrigued when he learned that another Wes Moore, his age 
and from the same area of Greater Baltimore, was wanted for killing a cop. Meeting his double and delving into his life 
reveals deeper likenesses: raised in fatherless families and poor black neighborhoods, both felt the lure of the money and 
status to be gained from dealing drugs. That the author resisted the criminal underworld while the other Wes drifted into it 
is chalked up less to character than to the influence of relatives, mentors, and expectations that pushed against his own 
delinquent impulses, to the point of exiling him to military school. Moore writes with subtlety and insight about the plight of 
ghetto youth, viewing it from inside and out; he probes beneath the pathologies to reveal the pressures of poverty, a lack 
of prospects, the need to respond to violence with greater violence that propelled the other Wes to his doom. The result is 
a moving exploration of roads not taken.  -- Publishers Weekly 

 
 
September 16 @ 6:30pm 
Host:    Judy Casper 
Facilitator: Sue Hagan 
Book:  The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein 
 
Enzo knows he is different from other dogs: a philosopher with a nearly human soul (and an obsession with opposable 
thumbs), he has educated himself by watching television extensively, and by listening very closely to the words of his 
master, Denny Swift, an up-and-coming race car driver.  Through Denny, Enzo has gained tremendous insight into the 
human condition, and he sees that life, like racing, isn't simply about going fast. Using the techniques needed on the race 
track, one can successfully navigate all of life's ordeals.  On the eve of his death, Enzo takes stock of his life, recalling all 
that he and his family have been through: the sacrifices Denny has made to succeed professionally; the unexpected loss 
of Eve, Denny's wife; the three-year battle over their daughter, Zoë, whose maternal grandparents pulled every string to 
gain custody. In the end, despite what he sees as his own limitations, Enzo comes through heroically to preserve the Swift 
family, holding in his heart the dream that Denny will become a racing champion with Zoë at his side. Having learned what 
it takes to be a compassionate and successful person, the wise canine can barely wait until his next lifetime, when he is 
sure he will return as a man. A heart-wrenching but deeply funny and ultimately uplifting story of family, love, loyalty, and 
hope, The Art of Racing in the Rain is a beautifully crafted and captivating look at the wonders and absurdities of human 
life . . . as only a dog could tell it. 

October 21 @ 6:30pm 
Host:    Tammie Quick 
Facilitator: Joy Brown 
Book: Twelve by Twelve: A One-Room Cabin Off the Grid and Beyond the American Dream by William Powers  

mailto:dsjones@nc.rr.com
mailto:matildastorm@embarqmail.com
mailto:jacasper@earthlink.net)/
http://productsearch.barnesandnoble.com/search/results.aspx?store=book&ATH=William+Powers


Why would a successful American physician choose to live in a twelve-foot-by-twelve-foot cabin without running water or 
electricity? To find out, writer and activist William Powers visited Dr. Jackie Benton in rural North Carolina. No Name 
Creek gurgled through Benton’s permaculture farm, and she stroked honeybees’ wings as she shared her wildcrafter 
philosophy of living on a planet in crisis. Powers, just back from a decade of international aid work, then accepted 
Benton’s offer to stay at the cabin for a season while she traveled. There, he befriended her eclectic neighbors — organic 
farmers, biofuel brewers, eco-developers — and discovered a sustainable but imperiled way of life. In these pages, 
Powers not only explores this small patch of community but draws on his international experiences with other pockets of 
resistance. This engrossing tale of Powers’s struggle for a meaningful life with a smaller footprint proposes a paradigm 
shift to an elusive “Soft World” with clues to personal happiness and global healing. 

 
 
November 18 @ 6:30pm 
Host:    Joan and Dick Kuhn 
Facilitator:  Matilda Storm 
Book:   Christians and the Common Good: How Faith Intersects with Public Life by Charles Gutenson  
 
Christians across the spectrum have soured on religious involvement in politics, tempted either to withdraw or to 
secularize their public engagement. Yet the kingdom of God is clearly concerned with justice and communal well-being. 
How can Christians be active in public life without getting mired down in political polarization and controversy?  For too 
long, the question of faith in public life has centered on what the Bible says about government. Charles Gutenson, a 
theologian respected by both evangelical and mainline Christians, argues that we should first ask how God intends for us 
to live together before considering the public policies and institutions that would best empower living together in that way. 
By concentrating on the nature of God, we can move past presuppositions regarding the role of government and engage 
in healthy discussions about how best to serve the common good. This lucidly written book includes a foreword by 
bestselling author Jim Wallis.  

 
 
January 20 @ 6:30pm 
Host:    Matilda Storm 
Facilitator: Suzanne Jones 
Book: Picking Cotton by Jennifer Thompson-Cannino, Ronald Cotton, and Erin Torneo 
 
Nearly everyone in prison protests their innocence, but Ronald Cotton was telling the truth. Cotton was just 22 when he 
walked into a Burlington, N.C., police station to answer rape allegations; he spent the next 11 years seeking freedom. "Put 
a man in a cage with beasts and throw away the key, and it's usually not long before the man is a beast himself," he 
writes in this unusual joint memoir, written with his accuser and now friend, Jennifer Thompson-Cannino. Considering the 
odds stacked against him -- a bum alibi, a victim focused on being the strongest possible witness, a justice system all too 
willing to send another young black man to jail -- it's extraordinary that Cotton emerged from prison at all. More stunning 
still was his willingness, upon exoneration by DNA evidence, to forgive the people who had put him there, including rape 
victim Thompson-Cannino, whose erroneous identification of Cotton in a police line-up had begun his horrible odyssey. 
Their story, told here in alternating sections, emphasizes that both were victims. Still, as both acknowledge, Thompson-
Cannino, traumatized as she was, spent the next decade in freedom, marrying and having kids, while Cotton endured 
prison. Left mostly unexamined is the role that race played in his incarceration, but even the most cynical reader will be 
impressed by Cotton's resilience and grace. The Washington Post's Book World/washingtonpost.com Reviewed by Kate 
Tuttle 

 
 
February 24 @ 6:30pm 
Host:    Suzanne Jones 
Facilitator: Faith Owens 
Book:  The Cellist of Sarajevo by Steven Galloway 
 

In a city ravaged by war, a defiant young musician decides to play his cello at the site of a mortar attack for twenty -two 

days, in memory of his fallen friends and neighbors.  Drawn into the orbit of his music are three strangers, each living like 
fugitives in  their homeland; a bakery worker, a young father, and finally, a woman -a sniper-who holds the fate of the 

cellist in her hands, even as her own fate becomes just as changeable with each passing day.  In following the lives and 
days of these four strangers, The Cellist of Sarajevo brilliantly explores how war can change one's definition of humanity, 

how music affects our emotional endurance, and how a romance with the rituals of daily life can itself be a form of 
resistance. 



March 16 @ 6:30pm 
Host:    Betty and Frank Vaughan 
Facilitator: Matilda Storm 
Book: Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for the Women Worldwide by Nicholas Kristof and 

Sheryl WuDunn 
 
From two of our most fiercely moral voices, a passionate call to arms against our era’s most pervasive human rights 
violation: the oppression of women and girls in the developing world.  With Pulitzer Prize winners Nicholas D. Kristof and 
Sheryl WuDunn as our guides, we undertake an odyssey through Africa and Asia to meet the extraordinary women 
struggling there, among them a Cambodian teenager sold into sex slavery and an Ethiopian woman who suffered 
devastating injuries in childbirth. Drawing on the breadth of their combined reporting experience, Kristof and WuDunn 
depict our world with anger, sadness, clarity, and, ultimately, hope.  They show how a little help can transform the lives of 
women and girls abroad. That Cambodian girl eventually escaped from her brothel and, with assistance from an aid 
group, built a thriving retail business that supports her family. The Ethiopian woman had her injuries repaired and in time 
became a surgeon. A Zimbabwean mother of five, counseled to return to school, earned her doctorate and became an 
expert on AIDS.  Through these stories, Kristof and WuDunn help us see that the key to economic progress lies in 
unleashing women’s potential. They make clear how so many people have helped to do just that, and how we can each 
do our part. Throughout much of the world, the greatest unexploited economic resource is the female half of the 
population. Countries such as China have prospered precisely because they emancipated women and brought them into 
the formal economy. Unleashing that process globally is not only the right thing to do; it’s also the best strategy for fighting 
poverty.  Deeply felt, pragmatic, and inspirational, Half the Sky is essential reading for every global citizen. 

 
 
April 13 @ 6:30pm 
Host:    Joy Brown  
Facilitator: Sue Hagan 
Book:  The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls 
 
Jeannette Walls grew up with parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity were both their curse and their salvation. 
Rex and Rose Mary Walls had four children. In the beginning, they lived like nomads, moving among Southwest desert 
towns, camping in the mountains. Rex was a charismatic, brilliant man who, when sober, captured his children's 
imagination, teaching them physics, geology, and above all, how to embrace life fearlessly. Rose Mary, who painted and 
wrote and couldn't stand the responsibility of providing for her family, called herself an "excitement addict." Cooking a 
meal that would be consumed in fifteen minutes had no appeal when she could make a painting that might last forever.  
Later, when the money ran out, or the romance of the wandering life faded, the Walls retreated to the dismal West Virginia 
mining town — and the family — Rex Walls had done everything he could to escape. He drank. He stole the grocery 
money and disappeared for days. As the dysfunction of the family escalated, Jeannette and her brother and sisters had to 
fend for themselves, supporting one another as they weathered their parents' betrayals and, finally, found the resources 
and will to leave home. What is so astonishing about Jeannette Walls is not just that she had the guts and tenacity and 
intelligence to get out, but that she describes her parents with such deep affection and generosity. Hers is a story of 
triumph against all odds, but also a tender, moving tale of unconditional love in a family that despite its profound flaws 
gave her the fiery determination to carve out a successful life on her own terms.  

 
 
May 18 @ 6:30pm 
Host:    ______________________________________________ 
Facilitator: Suzanne Jones 
Book:  Still Alice by Lisa Genova 
 
She didn't want to become someone people avoided and feared. She wanted to live to hold Anna's baby and know it was 
her grandchild. She wanted to see Lydia act in something she was proud of. She wanted to see Tom fall in love. She 
wanted to read every book she could before she could no longer read. Alice Howland is proud of the life she has worked 
so hard to build. A Harvard professor, she has a successful husband and three grown children. When Alice begins to grow 
forgetful at first she just dismisses it, but when she gets lost in her own neighborhood she realizes that something is 
terribly wrong. Alice finds herself in the rapid downward spiral of Alzheimer's disease. She is only 50 years old.  
While Alice once placed her worth and identity in her celebrated and respected academic life, now she must re-evaluate 
her relationship with her husband, her expectations of her children and her ideas about herself and her place in the world.  
Losing her yesterdays, her short-term memory hanging on by a couple of frayed threads, she is living in the moment, 
living for each day. But she is still Alice. -- Publisher 



 
 
June 15 @ 6:30pm 
Host:    Leila Hartman 
Facilitator: Debra Murphy 
Book:  Love Wins:  A Book About Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of Every Person Who Ever Lived by Rob Bell  
 
Millions of Christians have struggled with how to reconcile God's love and God's judgment: Has God created billions of 
people over thousands of years only to select a few to go to heaven and everyone else to suffer forever in hell? Is this 
acceptable to God? How is this "good news"? Troubling questions—so troubling that many have lost their faith because of 
them. Others only whisper the questions to themselves, fearing or being taught that they might lose their faith and their 
church if they ask them out loud. But what if these questions trouble us for good reason? What if the story of heaven and 
hell we have been taught is not, in fact, what the Bible teaches? What if what Jesus meant by heaven, hell, and salvation 
are very different from how we have come to understand them? What if it is God who wants us to face these questions?  
Author, pastor, and innovative teacher Rob Bell presents a deeply biblical vision for rediscovering a richer, grander, truer, 
and more spiritually satisfying way of understanding heaven, hell, God, Jesus, salvation, and repentance. The result is the 
discovery that the "good news" is much, much better than we ever imagined. Love wins. 
 

 
 


